What We Look for When We are Evaluating Players  

To be a successful player on HSA Travel team, players must possess these four qualities: T.I.P.S.

Technique 
-
Ability to pass, shooting, dribble, head the ball, trap/receive the ball etc.
Insight    
- 
Vision, knowledge of the game -- player must have a soccer brain.

Personality 
-
Hates to lose, desire, drive, determination, passion.
Speed  
-
Technical, mental/tactical, game, and pure individual speed.

A philosophy and a style of play that is based on passing and possession, and pressure defending
WHEN WE HAVE THE BALL

1. We spread the field out and KEEP THE BALL. 

2. We think pass before dribbling---pass and move quickly.

3. We never stand still after we pass the ball.

4. We play where we are facing.

5. We switch the field after 3 or 4 touches on one side of the field.

6. We do not play square balls.

7. We maintain our attacking shape and play our positions intelligently.

8. We talk, we are positive and we have fun.

WHEN WE DON’T HAVE THE BALL

1. We start defending as soon as we lose the ball.  PRESSURE-COVER-BALANCE.

2. Forwards drop to the 30 yard line, slide left or right to channel the ball to one side of the field.

3. Once it is channeled to one side of the field, we double team immediately.

4. We win and control every 50-50 ball, and tackle when necessary.  

5. We never give up on the ball--we always hustle.

6. We maintain a compact defensive shape.  We don’t let teams spread our defense

7. We do not dribble out of the back.  We pass out of the back.
8. We talk, we are positive and we have fun.
Read this list, remember it by next practice and have fun.

Causes for immediate dismissal from the team.

1. Academic difficulties.

2. Refusing to be a team player.

3. Arguing with the coach or a teammate.

4. Intentionally hurting an opponent or a teammate.

Playing Time 

1. Playing time is earned from performance during practices and games.

2. I guarantee that everyone will play in the VCCL games, because the game is the best teacher.

3. Some players will always play more than others.

4. However, it is NOT guaranteed that every player will play in every tournament or State Cup games.

Practices

1. Practices will be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays  from 6:30 to 8:00

2. Always bring your ball and water to practice.

3. Players must be on the field, ready to practice at exactly 6:25.

4. Late players will not be allowed to practice if they do not have a good reason for being late.

5. Players must give 100% at practice because starting line ups will be based on practice & game performances.

Games

1. Players must not eat inappropriate foods on game days.  (Parents must help here)

2. Players must be on the field ready to play no later then 30 minutes before the game starts.

3. Late players will not be allowed to play if they do not have a good reason for being late.

4. Players must give a 100% effort during the game.

5. Players must play within the team concept.

Parents

1. Absolutely no coaching on the sideline. If a parent is caught coaching on the sideline, his/her child will sit the rest of the game.

2. Be positive, support the entire team, and the coach. 

3. Do not be afraid to talk to the coach.  However, never call the coach after a game. (Wait until the following day).

HAVE FUN

WHAT MAKES A GOOD SOCCER PLAYER?

It takes more than speed, endurance, toughness, agility, skills and courage to make a good soccer player. A GOOD PLAYER ALSO:

1. Puts the needs of a team before his own needs.

2. Loves the sport totally.  This love for the game helps the player get beyond his bruises and personal disappointments, the skill and talent of opponents and bad weather, bad breaks or bad calls.
3. Takes chances.  Risks do not always pay off, but good players take them, along with the responsibility for assuming them.
4. Gives 100 percent at all times.

5. Shares, not just the ball, but the experience of soccer.  He shares tips with old teammates, and advice with new ones.
6. Has integrity and reliability. He is there long before game time, long after it is over, and keeps his temper when everything conspires against him. He does not blame teammates for losing the ball, or losses on referees, coaches or anyone else.
7. Is poised and positive.  He learns from losses, and passes that knowledge on to the entire team.

8. Shows imagination, flexibility, resourcefulness and good sportsmanship.

9. Commits herself to the team. He knows what it means to prepare physically and mentally for a match, and does it despite the many temptations to do other things.

10. Shares praise.  He knows that soccer is a team sport, and though he himself might have scored a goal or prevented one, all of his teammates share the credit.
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